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VANDALS HIT 
4 MURALS IN 
ST. PETERSBURG 


The painting outside Story 
Stuart’s coffee shop, above, 
is one of dozens that have 
become apiece of the city's 
identity. The artwork outside 
Story Brooke Craft Coffee 
Bar, at1437 Fourth St. S., is 
also one of the locations that 
police say vandals have tar- 
geted since the beginning of 
this month. Police and busi- 
ness owners say they don’t 
know who is responsible. 
Local, 1B 


Lightning takes 
out Flyers, 5-1 

Tampa Bay celebrates goals 
from Brayden Point, Yanni 
Gourde and Ryan Callahan 
in the second period that 
helps it put away Philadel- 
phia. Get more information 
at tampabay.com/sports. 


State privacy laws 
could be narrowed 


Abortion restrictions would 
face fewer legal hurdles in 
Florida under a proposal that 
passed a key committee of 
the Constitution Revision 
Commission on Thursday. 

If adopted, parental con- 
sent and 24-hour waiting 
periods on abortion — laws 
thrown out by Florida courts 
in recent years — could be 
restored. Local, 1B 


Women of Disney 
have stories told 


Author and historian Mindy 
Johnson published a 400- 
page illustrated tome on the 
women who helped make 
Disney's animated films 
globally renowned. Etc, 2B 


Report: Mueller 
almost got fired 


The New York Times says 
that President Donald 
Trump wanted to give spe- 
cial counsel Robert Mueller 
the ax in June, but a lawyer 
objected. Nation, 3A 


» 
Breezy 
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0% chance of rain 
More, back page of Sports 


» 
Guide to Gasparilla 


= We'll let you know 
(u where to go, what to 
bring with you and 
where you can get the most 
beads during Saturday's 
festivities. See our tips at 


bit.ly/2E8DpLg. 


INDEX 

Astrology 4F Crosswords 7A, F 
Business 4B Editorials 6A 
Classified F Lottery 2A 
Comics 3F Puzzles 4F 


Vol. 134 No. 186 
© Times Publishing Co. 


WALI 
9067'19941! "3 


FLORIDA'S BEST NEWSPAPER 


k*k kx & & FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 2018 


| $1 


going to bury you’ 


Qiu Feng Ke says he confronted neighbor Edward Tudor, intent on ending his life. 


BY JEFFREY S. SOLOCHEK 
Times Staff Writer 

LAND O’LAKES — Qiu Feng 
Ke says Edward Tudor was “just 
unlucky” to become the one he 
shot to death this week in their 
Holiday neighborhood. 

It could have been a past 
neighbor who had treated him 
poorly. Or, Qiu said, if he moved 
away from Richboro Drive, it 
might have been the next one. 

It was Tudor, his neighbor of 
four years, who pushed him too 
far, Qiu said Thursday, hand- 
cuffed in his orange-and-white- 
striped jumpsuit inside the Pasco 
County Detention Center, where 
he is being held without bail on a 
first-degree murder charge. 

He said Tudor made so much 


noise that he couldn’t get a good 
night’s sleep. And, Qiu insisted, 
Tudor did it on purpose. 

The two neighbors argued for 
months over a litany of small 
nuisances — the sound of alarm 
clocks, running water, vehicle 
noise, loud talking, the bright- 
ness of a floodlight on Qiu’s 
house. It went back and forth, he 
said. 

“T am very easy and very nice 
to people,” the 60-year-old Qiu 
said. “But some people are more 
predatory people. They take 
advantage of me.” 

This time, Qiu said, he had had 
enough. 

“He didn’t know when to 
quit,” Qiu said of Tudor. “I knew 
between me and him, I’m going 


to stand my ground. I’m not 
going to let him drive me away. ... 
This is why I say he’s an unlucky 
guy.” 

He said that for a brief 
moment, after Hurricane Irma, 
he thought their lengthy feud 
might have ended. The two men 
talked about getting along as they 
removed plywood from windows. 
And for a night, Qiu left his win- 
dows open while going to sleep. 

Perhaps, Qiu said during a 
nearly hourlong interview, he 
might not have to go through 
with his plans to kill his neigh- 
bor. 

But before the night was over, 
he continued, Tudor was again 
making loud noises and asking 
» See NEIGHBORS, 3A 


LANCE ROTHSTEIN | Special to the Times 


Qiu Feng Ke, the Pasco man accused of shooting his neighbor, 
Edward Lee Tudor, said they argued for months over nuisances. 
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FROZEN IN’ TIME 


OCTAVIO JONES | Times 
Outside Amalie Arena in Tampa, the site of this weekend’s NHL All-Star Game, Danielle 
Fernandez of Tampa takes a selfie Thursday with the statue memorializing former Lightning 

captain Dave Andreychuk hoisting the Stanley Cup over his head in 2004. Fernandez says this is 
her third time attending an NHL All-Star weekend. 


In honor of the NHL's 100th birthday, 100 things we love about hockey. 
Martin Fennelly, 1C 


All-Star Weekend | For alookat all the festivities, go to bit.ly/thtallstar. 
All-Star Game | 3:30 p.m. Sunday, Amalie Arena (sold out) 


Farewell doesn’t always mean goodbye 


Retirement 
tours will 
bring 


was time. 


BY JAY CRIDLIN 
Times Pop Music/Culture Critic 


John McLaughlin knew it 


America.” 


the same way. 


Nice sentiment, huh? A lot of 
artists these days seem to feel 


several 
artists to 
Central 
Florida this 
year. Is it 
really the 
last time 
they'll hit 
the road? 


“Tt’s not a light decision not 
to tour again, but that really is 
the situation,” the British guitar 
legend said before a November 
concert at Ruth Eckerd Hall, 
part of what he’d billed as his 
farewell tour of North America. 
Taking the music of his influen- 
tial fusion outfit Mahavishnu 
Orchestra across the country 
one last time, said McLaugh- 
lin, then 75, was “absolutely the 
best way I could say goodbye 
and thank you to my friends in 


This week, a handful of iconic 
artists announced farewell 
world tours, all with stops in 
Central Florida. First it was vet- 
eran speed metal band Slayer, 
who booked a show at the 
Orlando Amphitheater in June. 
Then came Elton John, whose 
three-year, 300-date farewell 
tour features five shows in Flor- 
ida, including one in Novem- 
ber at Amalie Arena. Then on 
Thursday, Florida’s own Lynyrd 
» See TOURS, 5A 


Times file (2012) 
Elton John appeared at Tampa’s USF Sun Dome in 2012. He’s 
scheduled for a Nov. 28 show at Amalie Arena. 


Woman’s 
death after 
boat fire 

a mystery 


Carrie Dempsey, 42, was the 
only person to die among the 50 
who jumped from the boat. 


BY ANASTASIA DAWSON 
Times Staff Writer 

Carrie Dempsey was bubbly and bright. The 
cheerful “Coupon Queen” led penny-pinching 
seminars at local libraries and had a warm, flut- 
tering laugh often described as contagious. 

She was healthy and active, a regular in fit- 
ness classes at the North Tampa YMCA. Yet the 
42-year-old mother of two was 
the only passenger to die after 
jumping from a casino shuttle 
boat that caught fire off New 
Port Richey. 

Her death remains a mys- 
tery to homeowners along 
waterfront Harborpointe 
Drive. They quickly mobilized 


during the Jan. 14 fire to get all Facebook 
50 passengers and crew mem- Carrie 

bers from the frigid, shallow Dempsey 
water into heated garages and died at the 
living rooms where they could hospital after 


wait for medical attention. the boat fire. 
Emergency crews that night 

rushed 14 people to Bayonet Point Regional 

Medical Center in Hudson, worried that some 

could develop hypothermia. Hospital officials 

said eight of them were treated for minor inju- 

ries and released, shaken but alive. It seemed a 

happy ending to a potential tragedy. 

» See VICTIM, 4A 


House backs 
supermajority 
for tax hikes 


Florida’s Senate likely will join 
the effort to stymie increases. 


BY STEVE BOUSQUET 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 

TALLAHASSEE — In an election-year appeal 
to tax-conscious voters, the Florida House voted 
Thursday to make it harder for future state leg- 
islators to raise taxes or fees. 

By a lopsided vote of 80-29, the House 
endorsed a supermajority vote of two-thirds of 
both chambers to find new money. That means 
a mere third of members in either the House or 
Senate could block future tax hikes or the repeal 
of long-standing sales tax exemptions that 
mainly benefit businesses. 

“Taking a citizen’s hard-earned money should 
not be done lightly,’ said the bill’s sponsor, Rep. 
Tom Leek, R-Ormond Beach. “You either stand 
with the people whose money the government 
takes or you stand with the government that 
takes it.” 

Gov. Rick Scott and Republican lawmakers 
» See TAXES, 5A 


